A subacute epidural haematoma extending over the occipital region and posterior cranial fossa due to a laceration in the transverse sinus.
A 6-year-old male was found dead on his stomach with massive reddish vomiting from his mouth and nose. Postmortem cranial CT revealed an epidural haematoma in the left occipital region, but the cause and origin of the haematoma were unclear. An autopsy revealed that the epidural haematoma expanded over the left temporal region and the left side of the occipital region and posterior cranial fossa, and its origin was a laceration in the left transverse sinus induced by diastases in the left lambdoidal and occipitomastoid sutures. A pathohistological examination revealed that one portion of the haematoma was an early-stage hemorrhage, while the other portion extended approximately 1 week after the hemorrhage. Moreover, approximately 1 week elapsed after the laceration of the transverse sinus. Thus, we believe that the primary haematoma was induced by the laceration in the transverse sinus approximately 1 week before death, but the haematoma ceased to enlarge due to hemostasis. However, later, the size of the haematoma rapidly increased again due to rebleeding from the laceration, which led to intracranial hypertension. Consequently, we diagnosed the direct cause of death as choking due to vomit aspiration that resulted from intracranial hypertension induced by a subacute epidural haematoma.